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Professor K.J. Rao is at present Emeritus Professor at Solid State and Structural Chemistry Unit (SSCU) of the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore. He is also (Senior) Ramanna Fellow of the Department of Science and Technology, India. 

Areas of research interest: Advanced ceramics and ceramic composites; nanomaterials; development of novel methods for preparation of ceramic materials and glass for industrial applications.

CV: He was born in December 1940 at Kalya, a village near Magadi (now Ramanagaram District. He had his education at Kalya and Magadi up to High School and College education in Bangalore He graduated from Mysore University with B.Sc (Honours) and M.Sc degrees in 1960 and 1961 respectively. He got his Ph.D from IIT Kanpur in 1967 and  D.Sc from the Indian Institute of Science in 1998. He was awarded a Honorary Doctorate, D.Sc (h.c), by the University of Bordeaux, France, in the year 2000.

Professor Rao started his career as a Lecturer in Chemistry at The National College, Bangalore (1961-1964). He was later a Scientist at the National Aerospace Laboratories in Bangalore from 1972 to 1978, from where he moved to IISc as a faculty member of SSCU in 1978. He was Chairman of Material Research Centre (1984-1992) and the Division of Chemical Sciences of  IISc (1993-1998).

He held Tatachem Chair of Chemistry at IISc (1993-96) and Sir M. Visweswaraiah Visiting Chair at the University of Mysore (2007-2008).

Recognitions: An elected Fellow of all the Science Academies (FNA, FNASc, and FASc) in India; Fellow of the International Academy of Ceramics (Faenza, Italy), Asia pacific Academy of Materials and the World Innovation Foundation.

Rao has been a recipient of several awards; the Bhatnagar Prize of CSIR in Chemical Sciences (1984) and Material Science Prize of Indian National Science Academy (INSA) in 1999 and Shanthi Ranjan Palit Award in Physical Chemistry (1993) of the Indian Association for Cultivation of Science. He was given the MRSI Medal for Materials Science in 1995, the Silver Medal for ‘extensive and outstanding research in chemistry’ of the Chemical Research Society of India (CRSI) in 2001 and the “Distinguished Materials Scientist of the year” award of Material Research Society of India (MRSI) in 2002. He was awarded the Alumni Award for Excellence in Research (Science) of IISc in 2000, Gold Medal for research contributions from the University of Bordeaux in 2002 and  Life time Achievement Award and Gold Medal from the Indian Association of Solid State Chemists and Allied Sciences in  2005.

He was awarded the title of “Officier dans l’Order des Palmes Academiques” (Officer of Palmes Academiques), the highest civilian award by the French Government in the year 2007. He received the “Sir M. Visweswaraiah Award for life time achievement in Chemical Sciences” of the Karnataka Government in 2007.

Professor Rao has guided PhD research of several students and has published 290+ scientific papers in peer reviewed international journals. He has authored several books, of which his Structural Chemistry of Glasses (Elsevier) is highly acclaimed. 

Prof Rao has visited and worked at many Universities and Research Institutions in the West (Cambridge, Purdue, Case Western Reserve, Bordeaux, Marie et Pierce Curie, General Electric Corporate R&D,   USSR Academy of Science, Hungarian Academy of Science etc). He has been proud of his association with the University of Bordeaux in France. 

His initiative and efforts along with Professor Jean Etourneau, then Director of ICMCB France, resulted in the creation of a Joint Laboratory activity known as Indo French Laboratory for Solid State Chemistry between IISc (SSCU) and CNRS (ICMCB /University of Bordeaux). This virtual Laboratory programme (IFLaSC) has now been expanded to include the IITs at Mumbai and Chennai in India and Universities of Caen and Strassburg in France.

