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Writing of Indus culture is generally found on objects such as seals, sealing, copper tablets etc. About 2906 texts (in 3,573 lines) from different objects have been systematically catalogued in Mahadevan’s concordance (1977). There are 417 distinct signs in the script as per the concordance of Mahadevan (1977). The longest text has 26 signs in three lines but the longest single line of text has 14 signs only. The average size of writing is just 4 to 5 signs per line of text. Only one large wooden board, nearly 10 feet wide in size is found with 10 signs and it is generally assumed to be a sign board. 

Indus writing has defied decipherment. Though a number of attempts have been made to decipher the enigmatic script none of them have provided unambiguous rules of writing. These inconsistent and haphazard attempts have even led to suggestions that Indus writing is not a script at all, but a collection of signs without any specific rules or linguistic structure.

In the present talk I will briefly give an overview of the material on which written texts have been found and then discuss in detail our work on Indus script. The purpose of our analysis is to attempt to check if there are any specific rules of writing and whether they form some type of grammatical structure. We do not attempt any kind of linguistic interpretation at this stage.

We make no assumptions about the content, meaning or language of the script. We first attempt to check where there exist patterns in the writing which are far more significant than that would arise by random ordering of signs. We find that there are statistically significant patterns in the script and specific units of information can be seen as a combination of 2, 3 or maximum 4 signs which can be unambiguously identified. Using these clues, we perform other statistical and computational analysis on the script to get insights about the structure of the writing. We show that large strings of signs can be divided into smaller units using computational and objective set of rules. The study presents the first glimpses of the nature and style of writing of the Indus people.
