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From time immemorial astronomy has driven and is driven by technology. It is also the first science both in pure and applied form. Tracing the growth of astronomy therefore is to trace the intellectual growth of a culture through an independent window. 
Growth of astronomy and cosmogony in a culture can be divided into 4 distinct phases as follows:

· Initial steps: Marking of sunrise and seasons for farming. 

· Settlement Astronomy: Marking of stars for astronomy. 

· Astronomy of civilisation: Development of astrology and cosmogony.

· Technology based, state supported astronomy: Modern astronomy with all its trappings.
Through a series of examples from India we will discuss these different stages and their identification in the context of the Indian Subcontinent. These divisions are of course not very firm and different cultures cross the thresholds at different times. The timing of crossing a specific threshold by a culture is very sensitive to a large number of social and environmental parameters. Tracing the growth of astronomy and cosmogony, especially in the Indian context therefore is a very revealing exercise.
Further, new and compelling data from genetics and linguistics create a picture of India’s past which is unprecedented in its detail and breath taking in its complexity. We will review some of these aspects of this window to India’s prehistory.

However, to complete this picture, it is essential that we compare these deductions with the growth in technologies especially metallurgy which has dramatic impact on cultures. Another major aspect is archaeology, myths, mathematics which are other indicators of the growth of a society.  Together they produce an intriguing if complex picture of the society.
In the present talk therefore we will discuss the power of the astronomical tools available to us to trace our past in its full glory in an objective and verifiable manner and briefly mention the knowledge derived from other fields to try and create a road map of understanding India’s past.

